
 

 

Community Conversation with Farooq Mitha 

 

 

 

Farooq Mitha serves the Biden campaign as the Senior Advisor for Muslim American Engagement and 

has graciously offered to discuss his work for the campaign with South Asians for Biden.  

 

South Asians for Biden (SAB):  Hello, Farooq, thanks for taking the time out of your busy schedule to 

speak with South Asians for Biden.  It would be great to know a bit about your background.  How did you 

get involved with organizing the Muslim American community? 

 

Farooq Mitha (FM): I really appreciate the opportunity to sit down with you. When I was in college, I 

was pre-med, just like many others from our communities, but in my junior year I came to the 

realization of how important it was to have more diverse voices engaged in the political process and 

how the Muslim American voice was non-existent. Elevating these voices was important because it was 



good for these communities, but also made our nation stronger. At the time I got involved in our local 

Mayor’s race in Tampa as a volunteer through some of my mentors in the community and got Muslims 

in Tampa involved with one of the campaigns. During this process I realized Muslim Americans also did 

not have political institutions like others did, which led me to co-found what is today Emgage, which is 

now the leading Muslim American political organization in the country.   

 

SAB:  Why do you support Joe Biden for President?   

 

FM: I decided to support Joe Biden from the beginning. In fact, I was supporting him before he 

announced his candidacy for several reasons. The first reason is I strongly believed that after four years 

of a President like Donald Trump, who has caused nearly irreparable harm to the executive branch of 

the federal government, we needed a President with the experience to repair this damage on day one. 

Joe Biden has a wealth of experience from his time in the Senate and as Vice President in one of the 

most successful administrations in our nation’s history. I knew that he could step into office on day one, 

assemble the right team and get our nation back on track. The second reason is because I feel the 

country needs a leader who could heal the country from its political divisiveness or at least try. Joe 

Biden offers hope for that. Finally, I want to win, and Joe Biden appeals to communities across the 

political spectrum, has the support from within every ethnic and racial community in our country, and 

has a unifying message that will bring people together and win in the battleground states. With Joe 

Biden on the top of the ticket, the Democrats also have their best chance to win back the Senate. 

 

SAB:  Like any community, the Muslim American community is not a monolithic bloc.  For example, 

those with ties to Afghanistan may have different concerns from those with ties to India.  Are there any 

strategies that the Biden campaign is employing to reach out to the diverse constituencies that comprise 

the Muslim American community?  And relatedly, as part of your work for the Biden campaign, are you 

working to build cross-sectional alliances within the Muslim American community? 

 

FM: The Muslim American community is as diverse as our country. Muslims in the US come from every 

race, ethnicity, culture, and socio-economic group.  Most people don’t realize that over one-third of 

Muslims in America are African American. As a faith, Islam also has many different traditions, which are 

all represented in our country. This means that Muslim Americans have different priorities and issues 

they care about. The Biden campaign is making sure we are engaging these diverse communities and 

giving Muslims a voice on their respective priorities. We are also making sure we are including Muslim 

voices intersectional engagements, so we include Muslims in events we are doing within other 

constituencies.  



 

SAB:  A study by the Muslim American advocacy group Emgage found that Muslim turnout jumped by 25 

percentage points from 2014 to 2018 in four key swing states with significant Muslim populations:  

Florida, Ohio, Michigan, and Virginia.  Are there any particular areas in the country where the Muslim 

American community’s vote may have an outsize impact in the November election?  And how can  

grassroots groups best encourage  Muslim Americans to vote for Vice President Biden? 

 

FM: In states like Michigan, Pennsylvania, Florida and Wisconsin there is no question the Muslim vote 

can punch above its weight. There are other states like Texas, Nevada and Ohio where the Muslim vote 

can be extremely influential in 2020. These are communities that while still emerging in the political 

space are far more organized than in 2012 and even 2016. They are also voters who are extremely 

motivated to defeat Donald Trump, who rose to the nomination with xenophobic rhetoric primarily 

towards Muslims. Grassroots organizations can help by helping amplify our messages on the issues that 

matter most to Muslim Americans, which are generally kitchen table issues like having affordable access 

to healthcare, creating an economy that works for everyone, making sure our kids get the best 

education and restoring democracy, and human rights as a key pillar of our foreign policy. Turning out 

the Muslim vote also requires strong relationships on the ground, so through phone banking and 

reaching out to Muslims in key states, grassroots organizations can really help.  

 

SAB: What are the stakes for the Muslim American community to vote in the upcoming November 

election? 

 

FM: The stakes are high for all Americans, but especially Muslim Americans. This election gives Muslim 

Americans the opportunity to respond when challenged and to send a signal that we won’t allow our 

communities to be used as a political scapegoat every election cycle. For all Americans, access to health 

care, the future of our planet and important reforms to bring about racial equity are on the ballot. 

Finally, the idea of what our nation stands for is at risk. As Joe Biden says, another four years of Trump 

will likely cause irreparable damage to this country, our home.  

 

SAB: Under Trump, Muslim Americans have experienced a President who has repeatedly scapegoated 

the Muslim community, including by implementing an executive order banning Muslims from certain 

countries from entering the United States.  Muslim Americans have also endured much higher levels of 

hate crimes over the last several years. What will Vice President Biden do to assure Muslim Americans 

that he takes their concerns seriously? 

 



FM: A few things, Vice President Biden is committed to repealing the Muslim Ban on day one of his 

Presidency. But beyond that he plans to honor Muslim contributions to this country, as he has as 

candidate and end the political scapegoating of any community, including Muslims. On hate crimes, Vice 

President Biden will directly address the rise in hateful attacks, fix long-standing issues with how the 

government reports and deals with hate crimes, and enact legislation prohibiting someone convicted of 

a hate crime from purchasing or possessing a firearm. He will also order his Justice Department to focus 

additional resources to combat religion-based hate crimes and to confront white nationalist terrorism. 

These positions and others can be found on www.joebiden.com/muslimamerica. Finally, my role on the 

campaign will help ensure that the community’s issues are elevated within the campaign.    

http://www.joebiden.com/muslimamerica
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